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HYPERTROPHY AND ANTEVERSION 
OF THE UTERUS. 
BY E. N. CHAPMAN, M.A., M.D., 
Late Professor of Obstetrics, etc., in the Long 
Island College Hospital. 

In the treatment of disease, all will con- 
cede that the structural anatomy, the phy- 
siological office, and the pathological state of 
an organ are of primary importance, inas- 
much as the knowledge of these several 
branches of study is elementary, and con- 
stitutes the only safe point of departure. 
So, likewise, it is obvious that the clinical 
history of a series of cases, recorded with 
care, observed without prejudice, and treated 
on some definite plan, is equally requisite, 
if medicine is ever to outgrow theory and 
take rank with the sciences. Exceptional 
cases, brought forward simply for the sake 
of the support which they give to foregone 
conclusions, are of no real value, as they do 
not fairly represent the facts. Still more 
worthless are opinions arrived at by induc- 
tive reasoning, or by a blind subserviency 
to authority, since they are as often false as 
true, and are always unreliable guides in the 
exigencies of practice. This criticism, 
sweeping as it is, receives ample confirma- 
tion in the statement by writers on female 
diseases that the uterus may, like any other 
organ of the body, be first congested and 
then inflamed. This. bold assumption, 
which is made in the face of all that is 
known of the normal and abnormal condi- 
tions of the genital organs, simply begs the 
question and settles the whole matter at 
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The absence of the attendants on and the 
products of inflammation, that invariably 
attend this process in other structures, does 
not excite doubt and hesitancy in the mind 
of the specialist, and even the tolerable 
health of the subject of an ailment which 
in the puerperal state is singularly fatal, 
fails to open eyes that are hopelessly blind, 
except to images already photographed on 
the retina. Here, as elsewhere, the outer is 
too often but the reflection of the inner 
world. Hence it is taken for granted that 
the muscular and mucous tissues of the 
womb proper can be inflamed a long period 
of time, months and even years, and yet 
phlebitis and peritonitis may not be excited 
nor any other serious hazard incurred. 
Surely, of the thousands of women sub- 
jected to so grave a disease, some one would, 
now and then, succumb to an attack of un- 
usual severity, and thus offer an opportu- 
nity, by the results of a post-mortem exami- 
nation, to silence all doubters, those trouble- 
some fellows who are ever asking imperti- 
nent questions and disturbing the founda- 
tions laid by the fathers. 

The uterus is so actively congested during 
menstruation and pregnancy that in the one 
case its capillaries rupture, and in'the other 
its tissues become hypertrophied. Why 
does not inflammation follow, as it would not 
infrequently in other structures? Is it not 
because the internal genitalia are so fash- 
ioned and governed as to be normally the 
theatre of a succession of congestions and 
involutions from the time of the advent to 
the decline of the reproductiveage? Indeed 
these periodic congestions are necessary to 
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the integrity\of the uterine organs and the 
health of the woman. , 

During the accession, presence and decline 
of the catamenial flow the uterus is the seat 
of a unique vital evolution ; its arteries beat 
more strongly, its nerves have greater irrita- 
bility, and its capillaries and veins are dis- 
tended with their contents, then the turmoil 
is resolved by a hemorrhage, and finally the 
uterus is restored to its original condition by 
a species of involution. Now, according to 
the views of the writer, the pathological 
state in womb-disease is but a perversion of 
this physiological function, in such a man- 
ner that the monthly congestion is in a 
greater or less degree prolonged from period 
to period. 

On conception taking place the same vital 
activity is inaugurated that was aroused by 
the menstrual act. The congestion is now 
continuous and the occasion of an enormous 
uterine development, which is, also, event- 
ually resolved by the lochia and a true invo- 
lution. In imitation of this normal hyper- 
trophy the multiparous uterus, under the 
stimulus of an increased nerve and blood 
supply, often becomes much enlarged. This 
morbid state of the uterine circulation, if 
once fairly established, will be renewed and 
intensified by each recurrence of the courses, 
and thus a chronic and active congestion be 
perpetuated indefinitely. The term con- 
gestion, however, that is applied to this 
periodic fullness of the genital blood-vessels, 
is unfortunate, as it has no resemblance, the 
most remote, to the congestion, the result of 
disease, observed in other localities. The 
uterus, vagina, clitoris and fallopian tubes 
are erectile organs, and have no analogues 
excepting the corresponding parts of the 
male, This peculiarity is fully demonstrated 
by the dissections of the uterus and the in- 
jection of its blood-vessels by Dr. Robert 
Lee. ‘*The whole muscular coat of the 
uterus, as you may observe in this prepara- 
tion, is pervaded with innumerable con- 
voluted branches of the spermatic and hypo- 
gastric arteries, which have been injected, 
and are seen passing obliquely through the 
different strata to the lining membrane. 
The veins form a great plexus in the muscu- 
lar coat, which can readily be traced from 
the inner to the outer surface of the uterus, 
opening obliquely into one another, and 
enlarging as they approach the trunks of 
the spermatic and hypogastric veins. Even 
in the unimpregnated uterus the veins 
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form great plexuses, not only in the sub- 
stance of the organ, but around the cervix 
and body, and in the walls of the vagina, 
and between the ovaria and fallopian tubes. 
In this preparation all these veins have been 
filled with blue injection; and they are so 
large that the uterus appears literally im- 
bedded in them.” 

The discussion of the mechanical origin 
of uterine disease, a theory that has of late 
gained many new advocates, will be deferred 
to a future paper. If clinical cases are to be 
accepted as conclusive, a forward or a back- 
ward displacement of the uterus is the 
result, not the cause, of its congestion and 
hypertrophy. x 

CASE.—Mrs. A., eet. 32, the mother of five 
children, but never the subject of a miscar- 
riage, came under my care November 1868, 
Her ill health, that dated from her last 
labor three years since, was due in all proba- . 
bility to a complete suppression of the lochia 
on the third day. Directly upon this occur- 
rence, however, no bad symptoms were ex- 
cited, neither uterine irritation being in- 
duced, nor the lacteal secretion checked. At 
the third month the catamenia returned, 
and with them began to appear a train of 
constitutional symptoms, which have at 
each period become more pronounced in 
character and aggravated in severity. 

Mrs. A., though corpulent, is pale and 
weak. Her appetite is poor, her tongue 
coated, and her bowels distended with gas 
and often bound five or six days at a time. 
Neuralgic pains are present in various parts 
of the body, particularly on the right side 
of the face and over the region of the heart. 
At times she suffers from a peculiar dizzy 
sensation, and, at others, fancies that some 
one is behind her, peeping over her shoulder. 
The power of codrdination is so defective 
that she is uncertain of her steps, and un- 
able, unless attended, to walk in the street 
without incurring the danger of falling or 
coming in contact with others. The per- 
version of the nervous system is still more 
marked at night, when, from a sense of fear 
and impending evil, she never allows the 
light in her bed-room to be extinguished. 
Directly on falling asleep her rest is dis- 
turbed by frightful dreams. She twitches, 
moans, cries out and awakes with a gasping 
for breath, a violent pain at the praecordia, 
and a bewildered, distressed feeling in the 
head, Thesesymptoms, which first showed 
themselves shortly after her confinement, 
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became at length so troublesome, and to her 
alarming, that she dreaded the approach of 
night, and had, in order to modify their in- 
tensity, slept the past six months ina rocking 
chair or propped up in bed. 

The menses, though regular, are profuse, 
clotted, prolonged from seven to eight days, 
and ushered in with an increase of the 
general and local symptoms that are present 
at all times. These symptoms are pain in 
the limbs, sacral region, extending forward 
over the hips to the iliac fosss, at which, 
especially the left, there is tenderness on 
pressure, weight and tension at the pelvic 
floor, and a feeling in the erect posture as 
though the uterus were being forced exter- 
nally; incontinence of urine, it coming away 
in jets on coughing, or in drops on exertion ; 
burning, scalding and itching sensations in 
the vagina, and a thin, acrid discharge that 
irritates the external parts and the inside of 
the thighs. The mammary glands are full, 
hard, and.the site of shooting pains; the 
nipples prominent and turgid, and the 
areole of a deepened color. Her abdomen 
is enlarged, and she has on many occasions 
felt movements like those of a foetus in utero. 
She is affected with morning sickness and 
the other disorders peculiar to herself at an 
early stage of pregnancy, which she would 
think certain were it not for the regular and 
free recurrence of the monthly turns. 

Examination by Touch in Erect Posture.— 
The vaginal walls are relaxed ; the bas fond 
encroaches upon the calibre of the vagina; 
the uterus holds a position somewhat be- 
low its usual level; the fundus lies forward 
on the bladder, and the cervix points to the 
middle bone of the sacrum. . 

Examination by Touch in Recumbent Pos- 
ture.—From the weight of the intestines 
being removed, and the force of gravity 
diminished in the recumbent posture, the 
anteversion, though marked, is less decided 
than in the erect; the degree, being readily 
estimated by running the point of the finger 
along the anterior face of the uterus. By 
pressing the cervix forward and upward, the 
womb is found movable, two or three times 
larger than usual, and restored nearly to its 
normal inclination. 

Examii.ation by Touch and Palpation.— 
The abdominal walls being pendulous and 
loaded with fat, the hand is unable to detect 
anything above the pubic bones but a soft, 
yielding mass. 

Examination by Speculum.—The vagina 
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has a deep-red color, and contains a yellow, 
purulent-looking product, formed by the 
admixture of its serous transudation with 
the Nabothean mucus; the cervix is full, 
rounded, and uniformly enlarged as in 
pregnancy, and presents a glistening, red- 
dish, purplish appearance ; and the os uteri 
is circular and expanded, but not everted or 
eroded, and gives exit to a moderate secre- 
tion only that is of the nature of albumen. 

In this case, by comparing the facts dis- 
covered by these several examinations with 
its clinical history and with each other, the 
conclusion was arrived at, that, the in- 
volution after delivery being checked by the 
stoppage of the lochia, a passive congestion 
of the uterine veins was the result; that this ~ 
passive congestion became in time chronic 
and active by the recurring stimulus of the 
menstrual act; that this stimulus had, by 
exciting a continuous influx of nerve-force 
and blood-supply, simulated the vital ac- 
tivity present during utero-gestation, and 
thus produced an actual hypertrophy of 
the uterine walls; that the uterus, which is 
normally supported by the bladder in a 
semi-anteverted position, was, by its weight 
simply, thrown forward and downward ; 
that the mucous inflammation was due to 
the repletion of the muscular layer of the 
vagina; that the breasts were stimulated 
by this pathological congestion imitating so 
nearly the physiological, and that the dis- 
orders of the stomach, bowels and nerves 
were sympathetic, and occasioned wholly by 
the pelvic disease. 

The existence of pregnancy was excluded 
by the free, regular state of the courses; of 
a fibrous tumor, by the uniform enlarge- 
ment of the uterine walls; of a polypus, by 
the absence of flooding and its non-appear- 
ance at the os uteri; and of scirrhus, by the 
pliability of the cervix and the mobility of 
the uterus. 

The diagnosis, therefore, being made that 
the primary and ever present source of this 
woman’s sufferings was congestion of the 
uterus, the treatment for its removal was 
immediately instituted and steadily fol- 
lowed, under the expectation, which hap- 
pily was realized, that all secondary ailments 
would disappear dn this object being at- 
tained. 

As, however, whilst the local treatment is 
being practiced, it is always of advantage, 
when the liver and bowels are torpid, to 
employ purgatives for depleting the portal 
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veins and thus lessening the engorgement of 
the pelvic organs; when the blood is thin 
and the strength defective, to employ ferru- 
ginous tonics for enriching the circulation 
and giving tone to the nerve-centres; and 
when the mucous lining of the vagina is in- 
flamed, employ injections for washing away 
the irritating secretions and affording, tem- 
porarily, a measure of relief, the means to 
fulfill these various indications were en- 
forced simultaneously with the topical ab- 
straction of blood from the uterine veins. 

In accordance with these views, pills of 
blue mass, resin of jalap and compound ex- 
tract of colocynth were first used to correct 
the gastric and hepatic secretions and un- 
load the intestines, and then small but re- 
peated doses of epsom salts and cream of 
tartar, to render the evacuations fluid and 
regular and cause a continuous drainage of 
serum from the portal system of veins. 
These salines were prescribed in the follow- 
ing proportions :-— 


R. Magnesiz sulph., 3s. 
Potassz bitart., 3vi. 
Aq. ferventis, Oj. M. 


S. A wineglassful at bed-time, and, if 
necessary, a second before breakfast. 

So, also, a tonic of the tincture of colombo 
and the pyrophosphate of iron was ordered 
before meals to quicken the digestion and 
improve the quality of the blood, and a 
vaginal injection, morning and evening, of 
water or of water holding borax in solution, 
a pint of the former to six drachms of the 
latter, to insure cleanliness and mitigate the 

, local discomfort. 

Depletion was effected by puncture and 
scarification, which were employed twenty- 
eight times in all, fifteen the first five 
five and thirteen the last eleven months. 
In addition, at the five concluding opera- 
tions the nitrate of silver, gr. xl to 3 j, was 
applied to the inner cervix, for the purpose 
of restraining the excessive mucous secre- 
tion that had in the meantime made its ap- 
pearance. The cure was, by a treatment of 
sixteen months’ duration, completed; a re- 
sult satisfactory in all particulars, inasmuch 
as her health was fully restored, the nerves 
recovering their tone, the blood being en- 
riched, the menses beedming normal, the 
uterus assuming its usual size and losing its 
extreme forward depression, and the cervix, 
os uteri and vagina regaining a healthy ap- 
pearance. Although the fundus still falls 
downward and forward, and the cervix 
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rises upward and backward more than is 
usually observed, yet there exists neither 
vesical irritation nor lumbar pains to indi- 
cate this abnormal position of the uterus. 

At the present date this patient’s recovery, 
which took place nearly three years since, 
has proven complete and permanent, and 
yet conception has not, in the meantime, 
occurred. 

Commentary.—The chief difficulty, ex- 
perienced at the outset in the treatment of 
this case, was the continuous activity of the 
uterine circulation, that effectually checked 
those retrograde processes by which involu- 
tion is effected after a period, very much as 
after a labor. In health, during the men- 
strual interregnum, the uterine arteries beat 
with less force, the uterine veins have less 
capacity, and the uterine capillaries recover 
their tenacity. In other words, the supply 
is now limited to the requirements of nutri- 
tion. This, a state of functional inactivity, 
was prevented by the central irritation, 
which, as it were, prolonged the monthly 
congestion from period to period, and event- 
ually resulted in a marked degree of hyper- 
trophy. This monthly congestion, that 
normally increases the size of the uterus by 
one half or more, is singular and unique. 
It arises periodically by a law of the 
economy; it induces a hemorrhage by the 
rupture of capillaries; and it recedes at 
its appointed time by a spontaneous evolu- 
tion. 

The object of the local treatment, there- 
fore, was by draining off the excess of blood 
in the veins, and thus allowing the uterine 
walls the opportunity to condense them- 
selves, to aid nature in effecting involution, 
a task to accomplish which she had proved 
herself incompetent. The morbid nutrition, 
however, that had enlarged the uterus by 
an actual growth of all its tissues, being 
active and persistent, rendered the progress 
made the first few months quite unsatisfac- 
tory. At length it was determined to have 
one operation only each menstrual interval, 
instead of three, as hitherto practiced. This, 
it was thought, would, if timed so as to fall 
on the third or fourth day subsequent to the 
completion of a period, conspire with the 
natural efforts then in force, and attain the 
end in view as quickly and certainly as by 
more frequent losses of blood. The result 
confirmed the soundness of this opinion, as 
the improvement after its adoption was 
steady and permanent. The same observa- 
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tion has been made in other cases, and, 
inasmuch asit is in accord with the phy- 
siological laws presiding over the genitalia, 
the writer is led to think that this plan will, 
as a rule, be found preferable whenever 
uterine congestion and hypertrophy of a 
chronic and active character are present. 

As the corporeal disease yielded the cervical 
glands took on a more abundant secretion. 
This, arising from the lack of tone in the 
capillaries distributed to these glands, was 
repressed by the application of a stimulating 
solution of the nitrate of silver. Of course 
any other agent of a similar character and 
strength would have answered the purpose 
equally well, this being, as in conjunctivitis, 
to produce contraction of the capillaries and 
not destruction of the tissues. 

The anteversion being simply an exaggera- 
tion of the normal inclination and the occa- 
sion of no symptoms other than those due 
to the extra weight thrown upon the blad- 
der, was not regarded in the treatment. It 
was thought that the uterus would, when re- 
duced to its original volume, be as easily sup- 
ported asat any former period. Indeed, long 
before the hypertrophy was wholly dispersed 
the patient ceased to suffer any local i:con- 
venience and had perfect control of her 
urine. 





THE PREPARATION AND RETEN- 
TION OF SPLINTS IN FRAC- 
TURES OF FOREARM. 


BY DR. J. S. BIRD, 
Of Hyde Paik, N.Y. 


According to my experience, fractures of 
the forearm, including those at the lower 
end of the radius, are among the most [re- 
quent that the surgeon is called upon to 
treat. This being the case it becomes self- 
evident that physicians should be familiar 
with the best methods of procedure. But 
judging from,my own experience, as well as 
from that of others, I have come to the con- 
clusion that many, if not the majority of 
young physicians commence practice with- 
out having fixed upon any definite and 
efficient plan of action, and consequently, 
their first, cases are not successful, to say 
the least, and I shall venture to assert that 
if the young student is left to gain his 
knowledge on this subject alone, from even 
the best surgical works, he will be but 
poorly prepared to treat satisfactorily his 
first case of fracture of forearm. In my 
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own, practice, in my first case of this class 
of fracture, I attempted to follow the direc- 
tions given by Dr. Frank Hamilton, in his 
excellent work on Fractures and Disloca- 
tions. His method is, especially in Colles’ 
fracture, to cover the splints with a muslin 
bag, stuffing in cotton for padding, and 
retaining them in place by means of a roller. 
But I soon found that in my hands this 
method of padding with cotton, and retain- 
ing the splints in position by the roller only, 
was very inefficient, requiring, especially in 
the case of children, a constant attention 
wholly unnecessary if a better plan is adopted. 
I propose, therefore, to give somewhat in 
detail the plan which I have finally settled 
upon, thinking that it may be of some use 
to young surgeons with their first cases. 

As for the material from which the splints 
are made, any light thin board will do, I 
am in the habit of keeping some cedar 
shingles, with the saw marks taken off by a 
smoothing plane, in my office, for this pur- 
pose. These are very light, and in most 
cases are of sufficient strength. In length 
I make them to reach from the elbow to the 
ends of the fingers, and in width about 
equal to the widest part of the forearm. I 
cover the splints only on the side applied to 
the arm, and do this by taking a piece of 
muslin long enough to reach half an inch 
over each end of the splint, and fold it so 
that there shall be from six to ten layers on 
the splint, and, of course, of equal width 
with the board. To retain this in place I 
tack it to each end of the splint with small 
gimp tacks, driving the tacks in the end 
and lengthwise of the board, and drawing 
the muslin as tight as possible over it. If 
then, on applying the splints to the arm, 
there is any point that needs any special 
padding or compress, I do this by folding a 
piece of muslin of required size, thickness 
and shape, and slipping it between the board 
and muslin tacked to it, and the tension of 
the latter is quite sufficient to hold the pad 
or compressin place. The size and shape of 
the compress will, of course, vary according 
to circumstances, but in any given case 
should be sufficient to keep the bones in 
perfect line till union has taken place. And 
just here I have seen surgeons make a 
serious mistake, and especially in Colles’ 
fracture. When a compress is needed at a 
given point they content themselves by 
putting in some light material, usually a 
piece of cotton, without taking notice 
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whether the padding is of sufficient firm- 
ness to bring and keep the bones in a per- 
fect line; and the result has been a marked 
deformity, when there was not the slightest 
necessity for it. This plan of tacking the 
muslin to the end of the splints is original, 
and although I do not consider it an essen- 
tial point, I have found it wonderfully conve- 
nient. Cotton as padding or compress for 
these splints I have discarded as being too 
soft a material to meet the indications effi- 
eiently. If any one should think that splints 
padded in this way would be be too hard for 
comfort, I will state that I have found by 
actual experience, and somewhat to my 
surprise, that splints padded as above de- 
scribed give more comfort than with cot- 
ton padding; and I account for it on the 
supposition that the firmer padding admits 
of less motion in the muscles, and between 
the broken fragments, than the softer. 

In applying the splints to the arm I have 
found just two indications to be met, viz.: to 
prevent them from slipping towards the 
hand, and from rotatingon thearm. These 
indications I meet by the use of adhesive 
strips. First I take a strip of adhesive 
plaster two inches wide and apply it around 
the splint near the apex end, with the 
adhesive side out, and another strip around 
near the wrist, in the same manner, taking 
care that this latter shall be at a point that 
shall press firmly on the skin when applied. 
These strips, by making them long enough 
to go twice around the splint, I have found 
will stay in position; if there is any fear 
they will not, a single tack driven through 
them, in the back of the splint, will hold 
them. These strips of plaster give the 
splints a firm hold on the arm, and are in- 
valuable as a means of retention. 

Thus prepared, I apply the splints to the 
forearm (of course having the bones prop- 
erly extended), and retain them by two 
more wide adhesivestrips around bothsplints, 
ene near the upper ends, and the other at 
the wrist; in this case, of course, the ad- 
hesive side of the plaster towards the splint ; 
and the back side of the board being bare, 
they are held in position beyond any reason- 
able chance of slipping. I usually tie a 
piece of roller on these outside adhesive 
stripe, to prevent any possibility of their 
ends getting loose. The essential part of 
the dressing is now complete, though, for 
appearance sake, I usually apply a roller 
over the whole. 
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Splints prepared and applied in this way 
will give the surgeon but little trouble 
during the union of the bones; the only 
thing necessary will be to remove the roller 
and observe if the bones are in line, and to 
tighten the straps holding the splints, as 
they get loose from subsidence of swelling 
and shrinkage of muscles. I have had 
splints thus applied retain their position for 
weeks, even with children, who are so reck- 
less in regard to surgical dressings. 

I do not claim anything especially origi- 
nalin this communication, for I know of 
some surgeons who pursue something the 
same plan, but I do not believe that it has 
been very generally taught by either writers 
or teachers. 
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Odontocele. 

The boy, twelve years of age, now before 
you, has been annoyed for some months with a 
tumor upon the right side of the roof of his 
mouth, which, although it gives him but little 
pain, yet is sensitive to the touch and is gradu- 
ally increasing in size. I place my finger upon 
it, and from its firmness immediately suspect its 
nature. Let us look at his teeth. The arches 
seem perfect, yet as we count accurately we 
find that while there are fourteen teeth in the 
lower jaw, in the upper there are but thirteen. 
The missing one is the second bicuspid upon 
the right side. He says that he has never had 
any teeth extracted, and the explanation of the 
tamor is simple. It is an, odontocele or com- 
pound cyst. To be certain of the diagnosis, 
however, I make a little incision into it, and 
distinctly feel the missing tooth. I enlarge the 

uncture and extract the tooth. The boy will 
ave no further trouble. 

The history of all of these osteo-dental tu- 
mors, however, is not sosimple. At times the 
take on inflammatory actioa which may result 
in abscess or caries. When their contents 
consist of supernumerary teeth, they may be 
found in any portion of the mouth, usually, 
however, in the roof, and are of small size. 
There is a more complex osteo-dental cyst, 
which is so peculiar that I have not here the 
time to discuss it, but will refer you to the 
works upon oral surgery for its description. 

These eo cysts are but one of the many 
pathological changes dependent upon irregular 
or anomalous eruption ~f the teeth, The 
simple cysts of the jaw have not ordinarily been 
considered as necessarily of dental origin, but 
from a considerable experience in their observa- 
tion, I think tbat I can say most positively that 
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I have never seen one that could not be traced 
to such a cause, and in the cavity I have always 
found, directly or indirectly, assurances of my 
conclusions. These simple cysts are merely an 
expansion of the bony plates; their growth is 
slow, painless and unaccompanied by any con- 
stitutional symptoms. At times, when the walls 
are thin, a crackling sensation may be imparted 
to the hand, but this is by no means constant. 
In St. George’s Hospital Museum thereis a 
huge specimen of one of these simple cystic 
tumors, which occupied the whole lower max- 
illa from its symphysis to the condyle on the 
right side. It extended from the face downward 
upon the neck ; inward, displacing the tongue 
and interfering greatly with both speech and 
mastication; upward and outward so as par- 
tially to absorb the malar bone. It was of 
eighteen years’ duration, painless, partially 
solid, partially elastic, and had not involved 
the glands. Upon removal its walls were found 
to be delicately partitioned and filled with a 
transparent gelatinous fluid. 

In character these growths are perfectly be- 
nign and their treatment is simple. It is only 
necessary to break through the cyst wall and 
then stuff the cavity with lint saturated with 
tinct. iodine. This will usually cause oblitera- 
tion of the cyst in five to eight days; if not, 
one wall may be cut away, and the part tho- 
roughly syringed and then compressed. If a 

ortion of tooth lies within it must be removed. 

section is only proper when the above means 
fail. A compound dentigerous cyst always con- 
tains tooth structure in some form, a fact which, 
when suspected, may generally be diagnosed 
by an inserted exploring needle, which detects 
the smooth enamel by the sensation imparted to 
the hand of the operator. In some cases the 
tooth, if it be a supernumerary one, may be 
situated up even near the floor of orbit. Some- 
times the growth of the tumor is excessive, 
showing itself both upon the cheek and inter- 
nally so as to press upon the tongue, or upward, 
into the antrum of Highmore. 

At times, as I have said, the mass may so 
involve the bone as to be too large for absorp- 
tion to occur, and resection may become neces- 
sary. In illustration of this, and in the absence 
of a clinical case which would bave suited my 
subject better, I quote from a report furnished 
me by Dr. Goodwillie, of a tumor which was 
situated upon the inferior maxilla near the angle. 
He effected a cure by cutting away the entire 
mass, leaving only the border of the bone to 
preserve the contour of the face. On the top 
of the tumor was a portion of the enamel of 
the crown of a tooth, ea much like a half de- 
eayed deciduous molar. ‘The part below this in 
external apeaecenee was rough on the surface, 
and seemed dense in structure, with the excep- 


tion of a concave surface on the bottom of the 
tumor, which was quite porous. Sticking out 
from this were a number of spines, between 
which were minute openings into the centre of 
= tumor, for the passage of the vessels of the 
pulp. 
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Alongside of these weré two other concave 
surfaces, not so deep, but dense and somewhat 
smooth. ‘These were produced by the cusps of 
@ molar tooth found below the tumor at this 
point, but very much destroyed by the pus in 
which they were found. These were probably 
the cusps of the first permanent molar, and the 
tumor was the last deciduous molar presenting 
this abnormal appearance. No other teeth 
were found. 

On making a section of the tumor there were 
seen columns or spicule running from the cir- 
cumference to the centre, forming quite a net- 
work, in which the pulp was held, so that 
instead of there being one pulp chamber there 
were many. The internal structure was very 
much fenestrated, and the dental tissues de- 
ranged and distorted. 

Such is the history of another form of these 
odontoceles or dentigerous cysts, or tooth-bear- 
ing tumors. Other varieties have been seen at 
this clinic by those of you who have been regu- 
lar in your attendance during the past year. 

I spoke of these cysts as being tooth-bearing 
tumors, but you must not confound their nature 
with those peculiar tumors which occur in the 
ovaries of the female, or occasionally in the 
bodies of either sex. A dentigerous cyst of 
the jaw is the result of an abnormally displaced 
tooth-germ ; a dentigerous cyst of the other 
variety represents a portion, more or less, of a 
separate and distinct individual, and is indica- 
tive of some peculiar and strange aberration of 
the function of reproduction. Salter believes 
these ovarian tooth and hair-bearing tumors to 
be the absolute equivalents of the virgin-pro- 
duced “‘zooids”’ of those invertebrata which 
perfect the function of parthenogenesis in the 
reproduction of their kind; that the develop- 
ment of these so-called tumors is the physio- 
logical equivalent of this function, though the 
anatomical result is incomplete (See “ Ovarian 
Tumor containing Teeth,” Guy’s Hosp. Rep., 
3d series, vol. vi). 

Those other tooth-bearing tumors which are 
found in various parts of the body, irrespective 
of sex, cannot be susceptible of the same ex- 
planation, but suggest the entanglement of a 
— perfect ovum within the primary one 

uring the early stages of intra-uterine develop- 
ment. ‘Teeth appear to be the most constant of 
the structures entering into the formation of 
these tumors; but the production of an entire 
foetus is not unknown. ‘These developments 
receive a probable elucidation by those curious 


monstrosities occasionally noticed in the ova of 


birds, in which a small imperfect egg is found 
within the larger primary one; not thecommon 
monstrosity of twen yolks in one egg, but a 
distinct miniature egg within the larger. 
(Retzius Oefversigt af. Kongl. Vetenskaps— 
Akademiens Férhandlingar, stockholm, 1849. 
and Revue de Zoologie, 2d series, tome v, 
Paris, 1853, De F. W.) Such a circumstance 
occurring in the human ovum may explain the 
presence of these dentigerous and many-tissued 
cysts enclosed within the body, but the denti- 
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o— cysts of the jaw are all intra-uterine in 
their origin; in fact they are seldom found asso- 
ciated with any other than the permanent teeth. 


The failure of a tooth to erupt may be due, 


either to its germ sac being situated too deeply 
in the jaw, or to an oblique direction taken in 
eruption, or to an arrest in the development of 
the fang before the crown had protruded, or to 
interfering pressure exerted by neighboring 
germs. The liquid found in these cysts may be 
explained by the fact that a tooth lying in such 
@ position in the bone has its fang enclosed, as 
usual, in a bony socket lined by periosteum, but 
its crown is free ina little bony loculus which is 
lined by the socalled emamel pulp (truly the 
tunica reflexa), the epithelium of which is prone, 
under such circumstances, to assume the function 
of secreting a fluid. [Irritation may develop 
sufficient inflammation to render this liquid 
purulent. 

Bolles, in his prize essay upon dentigerous 
cysts, states that the disease cannot exist with- 
out the presence of undeveloped teeth within 
the jaws. Such teeth may, however, even 
when present, remain long in a state of quies- 
cence, and give rise to no external appearance 
unless awakened into activity by an injury of 
some kind. He designates the disease as due 
to a morbid secretion into and enlargement of 
the capsule of the enamel organ of the unfortu- 
nate tooth; this, however, is certainly not the 
éxplanation, as the true enamel membrane, the 
tunica propria, is always found ina normal rela- 
tion and position. That an effusion might have 
occurred between the enamel and its matricial 
membrane, the tunica reflexa, is barely probable, 
though possible; the enamel of the crowns of the 
uncysted teeth being commotly too perfect to 
warrant interference of any kind in the process 
of development. 

Pathological specimens of the disease are 
rare, but in the cases on record the tooth has 
usually been found loose in the cavity of the sac. 
The diagnosis will rest upon the acuteness of 
the surgeon in being upon the watch for such a 
growth, and mistakes are not uncommon, 
even when a dentigerous cyst has been sus- 
pected, the surgeon overlooking the fact that 
although a dental arch may be perfect, yet that 
& supernumerary or after tooth may be present. 
Another source of error, seldom mentioned in 
the books, but of which I have met no less than 
& dozen cases, lies in the fact that although 
every tooth of the arch may be in position, yet 
upon close inspection one of them has proved 
to be of the temporary set, its successor never 
having replaced it, a failure probably due to 
an aborted fang in the latter. 

The treatment of which I have spoken will 
usually be found sufficient for simple dentigerous 
cysts when they are homologous in-their nature, 
but as heteroclitic contents are met with, as 
septi increase in number, and as the contents 
depart from the clear transparent fluid, jast in 
that proportion will the difficulties of cure 
increase. 

I had hoped this morning to have been able 
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to show you in connection with this case a 
series of cystic tumors of the jaw, but as the 
patients have not made their appearance I pre- 
sent another instance of odontocele in & man, 
34 years of age. His‘tumor is like the preced- 
ing one, save that it is higher up in the roof of 
the mouth. It is a hard tumor, yielding craque- 
ment, however, upon firm pressure, and is with- 
out explanation as far as any diseased teeth are 
concerned. His arches are also perfect, but 
remembering that a supernumerary tooth may 
be present, I pierce the thin bony wall with a 
bistoury, and think that I feel the enamel sub. 
stance of a tooth beneath. A small portion of 
bone broken away with the forceps assures me 
of its presence, and I extract it and stuff the 
cavity with lint soaked in tinct. iodine. 

In connection with these cases it will be in- 
teresting to compare a case of tumor occupy- 
ing the same region and looking not unlike t 
one just before us. 


Alveolar Abscess. 

The patient is a man, 25 years of age, who 
also presents a tumor upon the palatal aspect 
of the upper alveolar process of the right side. 
The swelling, however, is elastic and fluctuat- 
ing; extends close down to the roof of the 
second incisor tooth, and is red and inflamed, 
His statement is that he has never had pain in 
this tooth, but from its carious appearance I 
should be inclined to investigate further before 
accepting this asa fact. The tooth also is tender 
upon percussion, and I am sure that this tumor 
isan abscess from itsfang. I thrast ina bistoury 
and pus flows, establishing the diagnosis. To 
settle its connection with this tooth more 
thoroughly, however, I extract the tooth and 
introduce a probe into the alveolus. Afters 
few moments’ manipulation I am able to briog 
it through the opening made with the bistoury, 
thus showing you most palpably that a direct 
communication existed between the tooth and 
the swelling. 

In the treatment of such an abscess the evi- 
dent indication is to remove the cause, the of- 
fending tooth. This has already been done, 
and we can now assure the man of a speedy 
recovery. No subsequent treatment is neces- 
sary save the syringing with a weak wash, 
slightly stimulating, by the addition of a little 
iodine, or capsicum, or carbolic acid. 

Lastly, as an illustration of a tamor occupy- 
ing the same region, { show you a case of 


Abscess due to Caries of the Hard Palate. 


The patient is a middle aged woman, who 
has also a swelling in the roof of her mouth. 
It is soft and fluctuating, and is situated far 
back near the uvula, and nearly in the median 
line. I introduce a bistoury, draw off a con- 
siderable quantity of pus, and with a probe am 
able to discover a large portion of the palatal 
plate of the superior maxilla as in a markedly 
carious condition. The bone is not yet ready 
for removal, and we can only wait, keeping the 
parts thoroughly syringed with permanganate 
of potash or carbolic acid solution, several 
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times daily. The cause of this disease I judge 
to be from depraved vitality, as the woman seems 
to be debauched, and as no traumatic or dental 
origin is evident. She should, therefore, be 
nourished and strengthened by every possible 
means. 


>_> - 


MEDICAL SOCIETIES. 


TRANSACTIONS OF THE MEDICO--CHI- 
RURGICAL SOCIETY FOR THE 
YEAR 1872. 


January. Dr. Collins reported a case of 
variola occurring four days after delivery; Mrs. 
A. had an eruption which was supposed to be 
the result of milk-fever by the nurse; the doc- 
tor at once recognized it as true variola. He 
vaccinated the infant and the vaccine took well. 
The mother progressed nicely through the at- 
tack without any untoward symptoms as to the 
suppression of lochia, etc., and finally recovered 
fully. The infant had an attack of varioloid of 
medium gravity. With the progression of the 
pustule of the vaccine virus the eruption of 
varioloid was in full about the time-the vaccine 
pustule was umbilicated. The vesicles of the 
varioloid then began to dry up, showing that 
the poison of the variola had been first intro- 
duced into the system. The Doctor simply 
cited this case to prove the efficacy of vaccina- 
tion in, if not entirely checking the progress of 
variola after the poison is introduced, at least 
so modifying its effect as to change it into a 
very mild form of varioloid. 


Remarks of the Effect of Variola on Syphilis. 


Dr. Keyser asked if any member had noticed 
that variola had any effect in destroying the 
dregs of constitutional syphilis, or developing 
latent syphilis ? as he bad a case of ulcus cor- 
new in his clinique, following variola further 
complicated with syphilitic iritis. In this case 
- variola did not seem to carry off the syph- 
ilis, 

Dr. Bernardy stated that he has observed 
several cases of syphilis after attacks of variola. 

Dr. Collins reported the case of a young wo- 

man who was vaccinated with a virus of un- 
doubted strength. On the fourteenth day after 
vaccination an eruption of a peculiar character 
appeared on the skin. It was difficult to diag- 
nose for a few days, when it proved to bea 
universal development of secondary syphilis. 
She had a healthy child which was vaccinated 
With the same virus but did not develop any 
syphilis. The Doctor regarded the action of 
the vaccine to be the exciting element. 
_ Dr. Ozias reported the result of vaccination 
in three children of one family in which the 
vaccine produced or rather excited a latent 
form of syphilis. 

Dr. Keyser reported a case of latent syphilis 
excited by vaccine, also a case of an infant 
which came under his care five years ago. It 
was eight months old; was vaccinated by an- 
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other physician, after which an eruption ap- 
peared on the skin. The family supposing the 
physician had introduced poisonous virus they 
discharged him. When the Doctor saw the 
case it was a well defined syphilitic eruption. 
The child had been perfectly healthy until vac- 
civated. The question then occurred, could it 
have been congenital‘and excited by the vac- 
cine, or was it introduced by the virus? The 
general opinion was adverse to its transporta- 
tion. 

Dr. Bernardy favored an opinion that it could 
be transmitted by the virus if any blood was on 
the crust, 

Dr. Reed remarked that secretions coming 
directly from ‘the blood of syphilitic patients 
are well known to be inoculable. 

In answer to Dr. Ozias, whether a healthy in- 
fant could be born from a syphilitic father? Dr. 
Bernardy cited a theory held by many promi- 
nent authorities, ‘‘ that so long as the woman 
has not syphilis she can have healthy children.” 

Dr. Keyser remarked that in England they 
hold to the theory that a woman only becomes 
syphilitic from the sperm. He also asked 
what was the longest time (in the experience of 
any member) he had observed from the prima- 
ry sore until the development of secondary 
syphilis. 

Dr. Reed in answer said 14 years. 

Dr. Keyser reported a reliable case occurring 
after 40 years. 

Dr. Bernardy reported a case, from a work on 
syphilis, of the syphilitic ‘‘ gummy tubercle,’ 
occurring after 40 years. 


Immunities from Variola, by Drs. Millick and 
Keyser. 


Dr. Millick reported a case of “a small-pox 
nurse”? who has not been vaccinated since 
quite young and has been nursing variola for at 
least ten weeks, and although repeated at- 
tempts have been made with bpm 2 reliable 
virus to vaccinate her, it failed, and she has not 
yet either variola or vaccinia in her system. 

Dr. Keyser reported that duriag the winter 
and spring of 1855 and 1856, he attended a 
number of small-pox cases. He vaccinated 
himself frequently then but it failed, and since 
the present epidemic has commenced he has 
revaccinated himself repeatedly without evince 
ing the slightest susceptibility to the action of 
the virus. 


Classes of Scars and their Protective Charac-- 
ter, by Dr. Collins. 


Dr. Collins arranged the scars into three 
classes, and stated the restlts of the protective 
powers of the vaccine in each class, viz:— 

Class 1, Are the scars having deep pits or 
depressions and well defined ; such scars are 
protective against variola, and revaccination 
will prove fatile. 

Class 2, Are those which have only lines 
About une half of such 
‘cases take on revaccination. 

Class 3, Are feeble scars, and have only o 
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little sort of roughness of the surface. This 
class generally require revaccination, as they 
possess but very little protective influence, and 
as a rule they generally admit of successful re- 
vaccination. 


Dr. Bernardy on Treatment of Variola. 


Dr. Bernardy reported that he treated his cases 
of variola with:— 


Extract hydrastis canadensis fluid., 3). 
Tinct. veratrum viride, git. v. 


every hour. He claims that it will¢ control the 
fever and abort the pustules. He gives nothing 
else as a medicine and always has been suc- 
cessful. 

Dr. Ozias reported a case of miscarriage at 
six months caused by variola, The chii* was 
— the mother survived and is doing 
well. 

Dr. Millick reported a case of a woman, 
pregnant eight months; she passed through an 
attack of variola and was delivered at full term 
of ‘a living child with variolous eruption on it. 
Both are now well. 

Dr. Trau reported a case of eight months’ 
gestation attacked with a malignant form of 


Periscope. 
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variola. Premature delivery and death of the 
patient on the sixth day resulted. 


Case of Gastric Carcinoma, by Dr. Millick, 


Dr. Millick reported the case of a lady, sixty. 
eight years of age, who, about six months ago, 
was attacked with acute gastritis, from which 
she rallied slowly for a few months. Other 
symptoms supervening of a grave nature led 
the doctor to suppose that he had to deal with 
a case of carcinoma of thestomach. Excessive 
vomiting occurred which was uncontrollable, 
The microscope fully revealed the appearance 
of the cancer cells in the vomited matter. There 
was excessive pain in the region of the stomach 
and back, and on palpation a tumor could be 
distinctly felt through the abdominal walls. 
Treatment supportive and palliative. Post. 
mortem confirmed the diagnosis. An encepha- 
loid carcinoma of the pancreas and smaller 


curvature of the stomach, with a small perfora- - 


tion of the walls of stomach, was found. 

Extensive discussions were then raised on the 
plant cundurango, and several of the members 
expressed their experience with the plant as to 
its effective and non-effective powers, after 
which the Society adjourned. 
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PERISCOPE. 


Ataxia. 


Dr. WILKS says in a recent work :— 
There was a period when all morbid pro- 
cesses were thought to be due to excessive 
vital forces and to the determination of blood 
to various parts of the body; but now we 
have changed all that, and believe that, from 
some unexplained reason, one region may 
become more bloodless than another. There 
can be do doubt, I think, that changes may 
occur in the nerve elements quite irrespec- 
tive of blood eupply, and we can imagine an 
exhausted state of brain or spinal cord, inde- 
ndent of alterations in the flow of blood. 
hat such changes’ are of the most subtle 
kind is, no doubt, true, for they may be suffi- 
cient to kill the patient and yet not be evi- 
dent to the senses. A gentleman, just dead, 
but quite well a year ago, had general paraly- 
sis of mind and body, and I am informed 
that the brain and spinal cord appeared 
quite healthy. I feel no doubt, notwith- 
standing, that every ganglionic cell in his 
brain and cord was altered or decayed. But 
recently, also, I have seen a young gentle- 





man recover from some of the worst symp- 
toms of locomotor ataxy. It is, therefore, 
for more light that we are crying. 

It is a remarkable circumstance how sel- 
dom this disease is met with in women. I 
only remember to have seen two well-marked 
cases of it. One of these had occasionally 
some mental disturbance, which suggested 
intoxication, an allegation constantly made 
in reference to ataxic patients, on account of 
their awkward gait. 

I believe it worthy of remark, that pa- 
tients suffesing from ataxia, as well as from 
some other chronic nerve disorders, like 
Fc mpi muscular atrophy, are liable to 
ebrile attacks, which must have some con- 
nection with their complaints. Some of 
these patients repeatedly ‘have attacks, ac- 
companied by fever, nervous excitement, 
furred tongue, etc. 

Iam under the impression that if a case 
be curable the continuous current is one of 
the best, if not the very best, means of treat- 
ment we have at our command in various 
forms of paraplegia; and in those cases 
where no good is effected there is eve 
reason to believe that the disease is vagus 
or a structural one. 
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i Medical Societies and Olinical Reports, Notes 
and Observations, Foreign and Domestic Corres- 
pondenee, News, etc., etc., of general medical in- 
terest, are respectfully solicited. 

Articles of special importance, such especially as 
require original experimental research, analysis, 
or observation, will be liberally paid for. 

wy Toinsure publication, articles must be prac- 
tical, brief as possible to do justice to the subject, 
and carefully prepared, so as to require little revi- 
sion. 

uy Subscribers are requested to forward to us 
copies of newspapers containing reports of Medi- 
cal Society meetings, or other items of special 
medical interest. 

We particularly value the practical experience of 
country practitioners, many of whom possess a 
fand of information that rightfully belongs to the 
profession. 

The Proprietor and Editors disclaim all respon- 
sibility for statements made over the names of 
correspondents. 








INDECENT PSEUDO-MEDICAL LITERA- 
TURE, 


Our readers will have observed with satis- 
faction that both the Legislature of New 
York and Congress have been engaged in 
passing enactments intended to prevent the 
dissemination of improper literature through 
the mails, and in other ways. The regula- 
tions proposed are clear and stringent, and 
itis to be earnestly hoped will be enforced 
without any weakness or connivance. 

The amount of villainous indecency and 
direct admonition to vice which is printed 
and scattered yearly in the United States 
surpasses all belief. Much of this pretends 
to be medical in its character, written for 
the instruction of youth, and under the 
specious pretense of teaching physiological 
and hygienic truth. No one knows how 
IMany “ Marriage Guides” and ‘Private 
Medical Companions” are distributed by 
advertising spermatorrheal quacks. They are 
usually illustrated by coarse wood cuts of 
the genital organs, etc., and while ostensibly 
aiming to guard the reader against the re- 
sults of vicious habits, in reality are chiefly 
taken up in informing him that, reckless as 
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he may have been and again may be, the 
learned author has a secret method of cure 
which is infallible. _ 

Female irregularities, ‘‘ from cold or any 
other cause,” asthe advertisement of one of 
these rascals now in a daily paper in this 
city reads, are a fruitful source of informa- 
tion. This is merely the convenient cloak 
under which professional abortionists sell 
their worthless or injurious wares. To make 
their purpose plainer the warning is added 
that married women should not use them, as 
they are certain to produce abortion (though 
without pain or danger)! 

Aphrodisiacs are also extensively sold in 
this manner. Some swindler in Hanover, 
Pa., has been extensively advertising fora 
year or two, ina blind way, and under the 
name of a woman, his love powders, war- 
ranted to excite a girl to such a degree that 
‘she loses all self-control.”” Were we not 
certain that his philters are, like all others, 
wholly inert, and the matter a barefaced 
cheat, we would have called the attention of 
the proper authorities to the nefarious trade. 
Now, it is time for him to stop it. 


It is doubtful if indecent books, of a de- 
liberately and openly indecent nature and. 
purpose, are more injurious than semi-medi- 
cal ones. The former excite to evil, but the 
latter promise its secure performance, by 
professing to remove its attendant dangers. 

That medical art, that beneficial depart- 
ment of thought and study, should thus be ° 
made 


*“*Procuress to the Lords of Hell,” 


too gravely interests every member of our 
profession to permit us to pass the fact in 
silence. Asa profession we can do much to 
remedy this wrong. 

Wherever these swindling panders hold 
out, they can now be pursued by law, and 
we shall not find it difficult to root them 
out, if the medical societies take the matter 
earnestly in hand. Here isa piece of work 
for them to do, dignus labore. 
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NoTes AND COMMENTS. 


Insanity from Religious Excitement. 

Alluding to the case of a young woman 
recently committed to the Toronto Lunatic 
Asylum, while suffering from a_ religious 
monomania, and convinced that she was 
lost beyond redemption, Dr. Workman, the 
superintendent, said that he had seen a large 
number of this class of the insane, and his 
experience was that they were all good, 
moral, and very pious persons. He could 
not recall one single case in which this de- 
lusion was present ‘in a person of bad char- 
acter. 


Baron Liebig on Beef-Tea. 

The question as to the nutritive value of 
extract of meat has again been discussed by 
Baron Liebig, in a paper in which he care- 
fully reviews the leading objections which 
have been urged against it. The veteran 
chemist’s vindication of his opinions is of 
considerable interest, as he there sets forth 
his views on this subject shortly and pre- 
cisely, and endeavors to correct the misre- 
presentations of the doctrine which he 
really teaches, and which he asserts that he 
taught from the beginning. He wishes it to 
be well understood that “ he never asserted 
that beef-tea and extract of meat contained 
substances necessary for the formation of 
albumen in the blood or muscular tissue ;”’ 
and “that by the addition of extract of 
meat to our food, we neither economize car- 
bon for the maintenance of the temperature 
nor nitrogen for the sustenance of the or- 
gans of our body; and that, therefore, it 
cannot be called ‘food in the ordinary sense,’ 
* but we thereby increase the working capa- 
bilities of the body and its capacity to resist 
exterior injuriousinfluences, i.c., to maintain 
health under unfavorable circumstances.” 
Those constituents of the meat which are 
soluble in boiling water take no part in the 
formation and renovation of the muscular 
tissues, but by their effect on the nerves 
they exercise a most decided influence on 
the muscular work, wherein meat differs 
from all other animal and vegetable food. 
He therefore places extract of meat, and 
with it tea and coffee, under the head of 
** nervous food,’’ in contradistinction to arti- 
cles of “common food,’’ which serve for the 
preservation of the temperature and restora- 
tion of the machine. Beef-tea and extract 
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of meat are of themselves incapable of sup. 
porting nutrition or maintaining life. Lie. 
big, however, with justice, condemns the 
conclusions of those who, from comparative 
experiments on the nutritive value of fresh 
meat and meat-extract taken per se, argue 
that the latter is not only useless for pur. 
poses of nutrition, but positively injurious, 
It should be clearly understood that beef-tes 
and extract of meat are only to be regarded 
in the light of auxiliaries to food, rather 
than independent articles of nutriment. 


Application for Chilblains. 

In the Apotheker Zeitung F. Rhien recom- 
mends an aqueous solution of iodine and 
tannin as a remedy for chilblains. He says 
that the result exceeded his expectations, 
five applications of the remedy being sue- 
cessful. The application has also been tried 
by others, with good results when properly 
applied. The solution is made as follows: 
about an ounce of tannin is dissolved in 
half a pint of water; seventy-four grains of 
iodine are dissolved in an ounce and three 
fourths of spirits of wine; the two solutions 
are then mixed, and enough water is added 
to make up the whole to two and a half 
pints. The remedy is applied once daily, 
the best time being before going to bed. 
The mixture is gently warmed over a very 
slow fire ; the affected part (e.g., the hand) 
is dipped in it-while still cold, and held 
there until the liquid, on being stirred, feels 
uncomfortably hot. The vessel is then re 
moved from the fire, and the hand is dried 
over it, without gloves. The vessel used 
must be of earthenware or porcelain, not of 
metal. Care should be taken not to use too 
great a quantity of iodine, especially when 
abrasions are present. According to Rhien, 
four or five applications are sufficient. 


Hy4dropathy. 

Mr. Campbel? de Morgan is responsible 
for the publication, if not for the authorship, 
of the parody which we print below, in 
which hydropathy undoubtedly gets the 
worst of it. We present both the original 
and the parody :— 

“The solid rock the- Hebrew smote, 
Amidst the desert wild ; 


The bounteous waters issued forth, 
And all the desert smiled.” 


‘* His stolid head our prophet smote, 
As rugged and as wild ; 
The water-system issued forth, 
And all the doctors smiled.” 
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The Derivation of “ Rachitis.” 
_ Anote in The Nation says :— 

‘+ Rachitis is doctors’ Latin, as ‘aysia- 
mentum” is, or used to be, lawyers’ Latin. 
Dr. Glisson’s treatise, De Rachitide, was 
written about thirty years after the disease 
made its appearance in England. He states 
that, from the first, it was everywhere 
called by the common people ‘ the Rickets ;’ 
that it had no other name; but that when, 
where, or by whom this name was given, 
neither he nor any one else could find out. 
One day, some physicians were consulting 
as to the name by which the new disease 
should be designated by the medical profes- 
sion and in books. ‘One of us,’ says Dr. 
Glisson, ‘ hit upon vdeo paxbtis, or paxttts, 
morbus spinalis.’ The suggestion was made 
and received as a joke, but on reflection 
there seemed to be some good reasons for 
adopting it. It had a familiar sound, was 
easily learned and remembered, and besides, 
it would have an influence to redeem from 
barbarism the popular English name of 
Rickets (‘denique videmur hoc nomine An- 
glicum nomen, tanto populi consensu recep- 
tum, a barbarie liberare’); for ‘Rickets’ might 
be understood to be merely a corruption of 
paxitts,‘the difference between the two 
words not being greater than is often made 
by the vulgar pronunciation of a word 
adopted from a foreign language.’ And so 
this designation was accepted, and the doc- 
tors agreed that the common English name 
should be retained, as if coming from a 
pseudo-Latin word Rachitis, formed frem 
the Greek adjective (‘ ficta voce Latina sub- 
stantiva ex Greeca adjectiva.)’ The device 
was successful, and Glisson’s hypothetical 
etymology passed current with the diction- 
ary-makers.”’ 





A French Anecdote. 

When interesting events don’t occur, the 
French reporters can easily make them to 
order. Of this class, we take it, is an anec- 
dote in a late number of the Repertoire de 
Pharmacie. It is headed ‘‘ Dangers de la 
Gourmandise dans une Pharmacie.” It is 
related that an assistant to a pharmacien in 
Paris, had to prepare some arsenic granules 
lately, and having made the paste, he cut it 
into strips, and set it aside on a high shelf 
till the next day, to dry. Soon after, a 
young American lady, very tall, brought a 
prescription and decided to wait until it was 


. 
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prepared. While the pharmacien was busy 
at the dispensary this young lady, says our 
authority, ‘‘ put herself to the inspection of 
the pharmacy, handling everything within 
her reach, according to'a custom too general 
among foreigners.’”’ At last, she came to 
the arsenic paste, and thinking she had dis- 
covered some Pate de Guimauve, proceeded 
to enjoy herself. By good chance, the phar- 
macien noticed her just in time to prevent 
her swallowing the poison, and her death 
was thereby averted. But with a comic 
solemnity, he relates how she refused to be 
frightened at her narrow escape, the words 
acide arsenieux having apparently no ter- 
rors for her. Probably, she failed to under- 
stand him, or else, was most familiar with 
the substance as a beautifier of the comer 
plexion. 





Coroners. 

In the circular being sent out for informa- 
tion for the MEDICAL REGISTER AND DI- 
RECTORY of the United States, occurs the 
question, Who is the Coroner of your City 
or County? This question is answered by a 
correspondent from Arkansas, ‘‘ The Coroner 
is an uneducated Negro.’’ That is precisely 
the information wanted. There is no ques- 
tion but the Coroner should always be an 
educated physician. In some countries this 
is always the case. But unfortunatefy with 
us the position is usually parcelled out to 
ignorant men in reward for political services 
rendered the party; in the South it may be 
‘an uneducated negfo,’’ and in the North 
an uneducated Irishman, German or Ameri- 
can. Qualification is nothing. It is im- 
portant to obtain information on this subject, 
as a groundwork for correcting so flagrant 
an abuse. 





Serious Charge against a Physician. 

At Parsons, Iowa, a family who had small- 
pox was sent to the “ pest-house,” and if 
their treatment as described in the Sun, of 
Parsons, over the signature of two physi- 
cians, is correct, it is simply disgraceful. 
The family consisted of the father, mother, 
and six children. The physician ‘‘in charge," 
it is alleged, did not visit the patients at all, 
but approached only within a hundred 
yards of the house on the windward side, 
and conferred with the nurse at the safe 
distance of thirty yards, gave his directions 
and tossed the medicines to him! This 
seems incredible! We know nothing of the 
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physician implicated, or who he is, nor of 
the character or standing of those who make 
the charge; but there it is in a public paper, 
over their signatures. We hope we shall 
not often hear of suth inhumanity and de- 
reliction of duty on the part of one who 
calls himself a physician. 





Tea vs. Brandy. 

The question of replacing brandy by an 
allowance of tea is occupying the serious 
attention of the Russian military authori- 
ties. According to the Viedomosti, of St. 
Petersburg, the Minister of War has submit- 
ted the question to the deliberations of 
“ Specialists,’?’ who, better than any one 
else, can appreciate the utility and the re- 
‘sults produced by brandy and tea. The 
general opinion in military circles is strong- 
ly in favor of the use of tea; but it appears 
to be doubted whether it can take the place 
of brandy without causing too great an ex- 
cess in the budget set down for the mainte- 
nance of the troops. It results from calcula- 
tions made by Dr. Steinberg that an annual 
ration of tea and sugar would cost 822 rou- 
bles 15 copecks for every 100 soldiers, while 
aration of brandy costs only 30 roubles 60 
copecks; the difference being 282 roubles 
55 copecks. The pound of tea is estimated 
at foup francs ; and the Russian Army num- 
bers, as we have recently been told, about 
1,500,000 men on a peace footing; it is there- 
fore highly probable that the military au- 
thorities will take some time to consider the 
advisability of adopting such a costly 
change. ; 





Uterine Supporters. 

Dr. J. Butts, of Iowa, writes us about Mr. 
STAUFFER’Ss uterine supporters :— 

My experience is that when a female ap- 
plies, for any uterine disease, there is more or 
less congestion. I adopt the sponge tent 
treatment until the os will go into cup; 
then I fit the supporter, give instructions 
how to use it, and the patient is not only 
cured but she stays cured. I think a false 
impression has prevailed in regard to hold- 
ing a prolapsed uterus in situ; heretofore 
the leverage has been too hard and unyield- 
ing. Mr. Stauffer has now overcome this 
by giving us one that is doubly elastic, and 
it will hold the organ in place as well’ as 
any other, and is much etter borne by the 
patient. 
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Hypodermic Injection of Vaccine Lympk. 

Dr. ARMSTRONG, of Texas, writes us about 
this method of vaccination. Hesays:— ~ 

It seems to me to possess. decided advan- 
tages over the ordinary lancet method. 
Frequently the success of vaccination is im- 
paired by an inordinate flow of blood from 
the incisions. This would be obviated by 
the use of the syringe. The operation can 
be performed with more rapidity and less. 
pain by this method. A solution of a defi- 
nite strength could be made with glycerine, 
Besides it would be an admirable instru- 
ment for collecting lymph from a distended 
vesicle. 





Quack Effrontery. 

A physician in Iowa sends us the circular 
of a traveling quack, in which he refers “* by 
permission ”’ to Prof J. C. HuGHEs, of Iowa. 
We have no doubt that Dr. HUGHES gave 
no such permission, and that the statement 
to that effect isa falsehood. A few years 
ago we were sent a circular from West 
Virginia, in which a peripatetic nostrum 
vender had among his endorsers Professors 
Gross and PANcoasT, of this city. Of course, 
they had never heard of him. Quousque 
Catilina ! 





Cause of Goitre. 

The Chemical News remarks that M. 
THOMAS believes that goitre is due to the 
absolute absence of iodine from natural 
waters used in mountainous countries. 
These researches deserve attention, for it 
appears that water coming in contact with 
cupreous pyrites, or the products of its oxi- 
dation, becomes absolutely free from iodine 
and its compounds. 





The American Public Health Association. 

The Executive Committee of the American 
Public Health Association have decided to 
fix the annual meeting for Thursday, the 
Ist of May next, at Cincinnati, Ohio. This 
change will enable members to attend also 
the meeting of the American Medical Asso- 
ciation, at St. Louis, Mo., on the following 
Tuesday, the 6th of May. 





Mortality in Providence, R. I. 

The number of deaths in Providence, in 
January, was greater than in the corres- 
ponding month of any previous year in the 
history of the city. This fact is partly 
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owing to the increasein the population of 
the city, and partly to the general unhealthi- 
ness of the season. Nearly one fourth of 
all the deaths in January were from zymotic 
diseases, a much larger percentage than 
usual at this season. 





Spinal Meningitis in Illinois. 

Dr. Geo. R. WELLER writes us that a se- 
vere Visitation of cerebro-spinal meningitis 
visited Crawford county, Ill., this past win- 
ter. Most (four-fifths) were children under 
five years. In treatment, counter-irritation 
to the nucha, spine, and extremities, with 
the hot-water bath, afforded the most relief 
and assisted in bringing about a speedy re- 
action. ‘‘ The common cooking stove sheet 
iron boiler was filled with as, hot water as 
the hand could stand, and the child placed 
in for ten or fifteen minutes, then dried and 
wrapped up warm, and this was repeated as 
necessary. The best results were obtained 
from the ‘expectant treatment,’ opium in 


to give relief and keep them quiet; nourish- 
ment to sustain strength, quinine when 
there was periodicity, and whisky, etc., 
when they began tosink. The mortality 
under all kinds of treatment has been about 
75 per cent.; as a rule the mortality was the 
least in those who took no ‘ abortive or pro- 
phylactic’ remedies.” 





CORRESPONDENCE. 





Ammoniacal Treatment of Porrigo, Herpes, 
and Chronic Eczema. y 


Eps. MED. AND SurG. REPORTER: 

Since I entered practice in 1868, I have 
had one hundred and fifty-four cases of this 
class of disease, and have cured all without 
exception. The method of treatment pur- 
sued in these cases having been novel and 
effective, I have concluded to lay it before 
the profession. 

My first experience was with four cases of 
Tinea Capitis, which presented the usual 
symptoms of that disease ; itching and sore- 
hess of the scalp, accompanied by loss of 
hair and a general eruption on the parts af- 
fected. This condition had existed for some 
time previous to its coming under my notice 
and had resisted a variety of treatment. 1 
at first made use of the ordinary applica- 
tions, but without success, and after trying 
various remedies with about a monotony of 
failure, I determined to make trial of the 
aromatic spirits of ammonia. A sponge 
was saturated in the liquid, and all the dis- 
eased surface thoroughly washed with it. 
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soothing ointment, either unguent ozidi zinci, 
or unguent oxidi flavi hydrargyri. Under 
this treatment the patients steadily im- 
SS and in a few weeks were entirely 
well. 

On the large number of patients of this’ 
kind, which have since come under my no- 
tice, a similar treatment has been used, 
with the uniform result of complete cure, 
generally in about a week’s time. The most 
obstinate Tinea Capitis readily yields to this 
treatment. One patient was a boy, who had 
been under ineffectual medical treatment 
for more than a year preceding my seeing 
him. Half the scalp was without hair, the 
cuticle was much broken up, and the erup- 
tion had assumed an offensive form. The case 
was considered almost incurable by a former 
attendant; yet the disorder entirely disap- 
peared in sixteen days after the beginning 
of treatment with ammonia. 

In cases where there is any strumous ten- 
dency, great advantage has been derived 
from the use of the comp. syrup of iron, ° 
phosphorus, lime, potassa and soda, 

It should be stated that the chief efficacy 
of the treatment here suggested appears to 
rest in the septs. ammon. arom. I have re- 
corded on my register thirty cases which 
were cured by its application alone, the 
mercury and zine not being employed. 

A. HARSHBERGER, M. D. 

Supt. Soldiers’ Orphans’ Institute, Phila. 





.Bection by Ligation. 
Eps. MED. AND.SURG. REPORTER :— 


The following synopsis of an interesting 
case which was submitted to the College of 
Physicians, at Hanover (Germany), at their 
last stated meeting, is taken from the pro- 
ceedings :— 

Malice or carelessness has led to an im- 
portant surgical discovery. A woman placed 
on the head of her eleven years’ old step- 
daughter a net, with direction not toremove 
it for a fortnight. Suffering from severe 
headache the child was, on March 5th, 1872, 
brought to the clinic of Professor Doctor 
Dittel. After a careful examination, Pro- 
fessor Dittel discovered a groove encircling ~ 
her head, and at its depth the elastic cord of 
the net imbedded in the flesh. The child 
died of meningeal inflammation, and at the 
autopsy it was found not only that the peri- 
cranium, but also the bony vault, had been 
divided as with a sharp saw. Dr. Dittel 
thus became acquainted with the power of 
elastic cords as ligatures, and has since em- 
ployed them in incising tissues, and in extir- 
pating tumors. By this igor worn. the pa- 
tient does not lose a drop of blood, suffers 
but trifling pain, has no fever, and conva- 
lesces rapidly. 

The members listened with the greatest 
attention to the learned Doctor as he de- 
scribed to them the operations which he had 
performed for rectal fistule, prolapsus, 
sinuses, tumors, etc., and confidently pre- 
dicted the future success of this method, 





This was followed by the application of a 


since there are so many suffering from surgi- 
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eal diseases who retard their recovery for 
fear of the knife. 
M. A. BRADLEY, M. D. 
Philadelphia, March 20th, 1873. 


-— 
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News AND MISscELLANY. 


MEDICAL COLLEGE COMMENCEMENTS. 


Medical College of Ohio. 


The fifty-second annual commencement 
of the Medical College of Ohio took place 
Saturday, March Ist, at Pike’s Opera House, 
Cincinnati, before a large audience of ladies 
and gentlemen. 

Dr. James Graham, Dean of the Faculty, 
after prayer had been offered, made a few 
remarks concerning the session just closed, 
and introduced Flamen Ball, Esq., President 
of the Board of Trustees, who delivered the 
diplomas. 

There were ninety-two graduates, and two 
received the ad eundem degree. 


Miami Medical College. 


College Hall, Cincinnati, was completely 
filled, March 4th, to witness the graduating 
exercises of the class of ’73, numbering 57. 
The exercises, which were listened to with 
close attention by the audience, comprised 
prayer, by H. A. Nelson, D. D.; conferring 
degrees, Alex. H. McGuffey ; address to the 
class, Hon. Sam. F. Hunt; valedictory ad- 
dress on behalf of the faculty, Prof. Thos. 
H. Kearney, M. D.; benediction, H. A. 
Nelson, D. D. 


Georgetown Medical College. 
' The twenty-fourth annual commencement 
of the medical department of Georgetown 
College was held at Wall’s Opera House. 

The exercises were opened by the per- 
formance of appropriate music, including 
several operatic pieces, by Donch’s orches- 
tra, during which time the president of the 
college, Rev. Father Early, the faculty of 
instruction, and invited guests took their 
place upon the stage. 

Dr. Noble Young read the act of Congress 
authorizing Georgetown to confer the degree 
of doctor of medicine. 

Rev. Father Early, in a neat address, con- 
ferred the degree of doctor of medicine on 
24 graduates. 

Dr. Louis Mackall, Jr., delivered the ad- 
dress to the graduating class. It was a fine 
effort, and was replete with sound advice 
and elegance of expression. It was atten- 
tively listened to and appreciated. 

The valedictory, a very graceful and able 
discourse, was delivered by Edward Cranch, 
Ph. B. and M. D. 

The address to the alumni was delivered 
by Dr. Charles Allen. 


College of Pharmacy, Philadelphia. 
One of the most useful institutions we 
have is the College of Pharmacy, of this 
city. Its fifty-second annual commence- 
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ment was held on the evening of the 18th, 
at the Academy of Music. At eight o’clock 
the faculty, invited guests and the members 
of the graduating class took their seats upon 
the stage. The degree of graduate in Phar- 
macy was then conferred upon the graduates, 
ninety-four in number, by Dillwyn Parrish 

KEsq., the presiding officer of the college, 
after which the valedictory address was de- 
livered by Robert Bridges, M. D., Professor 
of Chemistry. 

The Professor, upon taking the stand, was 
loudly applauded. He said that the class 
before him was the largest that had ever 
gone forth from the institution. To the 
physician, he continued, the College of 
Pharmacy had becomea valuable adjunct in 
his practice, as the preparation of medicines 
was a very importantone. It was necessa 
for the druggist to have a thorough knowk 
edge of the compounding of medicines. He 
should exercise great care in his business, as 
human life depends upon his acts. The re- 
marks of the speaker were listened to with 
attention by the class and the large au- 
dience. 

Upon the conclusion of the address the 
graduating class presented to the college an 
air pump and an electrical machine. The 
floral offerings of their friends were then 
distributed to the graduates, and when this 
had been accomplished the audience dis- 
persed. The graduates were from twenty 
different States and foreign countries. 





University of Vermont. 


Dr. H. D. Hoxton, of Brattleborough, is 
to deliver the course of lectures on Materia 
Medica, in the medical Department of the 
University of Vermont, this Spring. Dr. 
Holton is President of the State Medical So- 
ciety of Vermont, and is known to the pro- 
fession as an able, intelligent, and well-edu- 
cated physician. 





i 
Munificent Bequests by a Baltimorean. 


A short time since, J. 8. Hopkins, the 
well-known millionaire, of Baltimore, 
deeded to trustees thirteen acres of land, 
bounded by Wolfe, Monument, Broadway 
and Jefferson streets, for the erection of a 
hospital for the relief of indigent sick and 
orphans. At a meeting of the board of 
trustees, March 11th, they were notified by 
Mr. Hopkins that he had further dedicated 
$2,000,000 worth of property for the support 
and maintenance of the hospital. The hos- 
pital buildings will be on a magnificent 
scale, and the erection will be begun in the 
Spring of 1874, : 





The Transit of Venus. 


Great interest is taken in the scientific 
world in the spemncning transit of Venus, 
which occurs in December, 1874. Our own 
Government has appropriated one hundred 
thousand dollars, and the use of two vessels, 
for the purpose of observation of the event. 
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In England, Lord Lindsay is fitting out an 
expedition for the same purpose. Heis get- 
ting it up on a grand scale, intends to pay 
the whole expense himself, and has selected 
the island of Mauritius as his station, on ac- 
count of the highly favorable meteorologi- 
eal conditions. 


Honor to a Retiring Veteran. 

An entertainment was given in Pittsburg, 
on the 5th inst., at the residence of Dr. 
John Dickson, Jr., to Dr. George McCook, 
who is about to retire from the practice of 
the medical profession, which covers a 
period of fifty-seven years. There were 
some thirty medical gentlemen in attend- 
ance. Dr. McCook is in his 78th year. He 
removes to New Lisbon, Qhio, where he 
spent his earlier years. We are glad to be 
able to say that not a drop of liquor was 
used on the occasion. 





Settling with the Doctor in Texas, 


The following story will serve to while 
away a few moments, and vary the current 
of thought of our readers a little, perhaps to 
good purpose. If not éntirely apocryphal, 
we presume it is an exceptional case. Our 
experience with Texas doctors generally is, 
that they are better paid than this would 
indicate! 

William E. ‘Sweet, a Texas correspondent 
of the Philadelphia Press, tells the following 
story in the course of one of his letters de- 
scribing a trip through the Lone Star State :— 


** The roads are fine, and we bow] along on | D 


schedule time, reaching Kicka Springs 
in the afternoon of the second day out from 
Fredericksburg. Here we dine and change 
mules. The station is kept by Mr. Flana- 
gan, one of the pure, unadulterated Texans. 

e is worth a hundred thousand dollars, yet 
lives in ashanty so mean in appearance and 
in fact that it would break the heart of a 
Pennsylvania farmer to be obliged to stable 
his horses in it. He is tall and gaunt, as be- 
comes a Texan, and hasa wife to match. 
Judging from the number of carroty-headed 
children that swarm about the door, his 
quiver must be well nigh full. Itis in ref- 
erence to the latest of these that the story is 
told, illustrating the character of the paternal 
Flanagan. He is a dead-shot, and his rifle 
is his arbiter, yet he does not take any mean 
advantage. He has been known to drive off 
a score of Comanches single-handed, thereby 
saving a guard of fifteen soldiers from immi- 
nent peril. Well, when the critical moment 
in the life of the maternal Flanagan ap- 
proached for the sixteenth time, Dr. N—, 
the surgeon of the fort, was summoned. 
Jim T——, the trader, accompanied him, and 
while the doctor was professionally engaged 
Jim and Flanagan were in the hills. Flana- 
gan having one of those practical minds 
which: are capable of combining business 
with pleasure, consulted Jim as to the 
probable charge of Dr. N—— for his services, 
suggesting twenty-five dollars as something 
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handsome. Jim saw his opportune for 
some fun, so he very emphatically gave 
his opinion that it was too much. ‘ Well, 
what would be a just and reasonable sum?’ 
‘Ten dollars would be princely, but five 
would be enough, for it was only fifty miles.’ 
The question being thus settled on the basis 
of ten dollars, Jim and Flanagan returned. 
The event had occurred without mishap, 
and it was a boy. 

“On the following morning,when Dr. N—— 
prepared to return to the Fort, Flanagan 
called him aside and asked the extent of the 
‘damage.’ 

‘** Well, inasmuch as you are an old friend, 
and your wife isa regular patient, I’ll charge 
you only fifty dollars,’ rejoined the doctor. 

*¢1%m alittle hard o’ hearin’,’ observed 
Flanagan, in astonishment. ‘Did you say 
fifty dollars ?’ 

‘**¢ Fifty dollars.’ 

** Dr. N—— proceeded to com _— his prepa- 
rations for the journey back to the post, 
thinking no more about the matter. As he 
was about to mount, Flanagan put in an ap- 
pearance with his trusty rifle in his hand. 

‘¢*¢ Doctor,’ said he, ‘I reckon we'd better 
settle this here matter now.’ And taking 
him aside, ‘ You wa’nt agoin’ off without a 
settlement, was you? I don’t want to owe 
no man nothin’. Here is ten dollars, which 
I reckon is about the squar’ thing. Now, if 
you ain’t satisfied, jest get your weepon and 
come round behind the hill thar, so’s the 
old woman won't be riled up, and we'll set- 
tle it. I don’t want no man to go ’way 
from. my house dissatisfied, ’specially you, 


oc. 
**Tt is needless to add, etc.” 


—The New England Female Medical Col- 
lege, in Boston, closed its twenty-fifth an- 
nual term March 5th, conferring the degree 
od aaa of Medicine upon eight young 

a es, 


—At the recent examination of the medi- 
cal students in Columbian College, Wash- 
ington, eight candidates successfully stood 
the test for the degree of Doctor of Medicine. 


—Dr. Joseph L. Stevens has been a prac- 
ticing B aagaeweng in Castine, Me., for about 
sixty-six years, and daily attends to the 
duties of his profession. 


—A bill is before the Illinois Legislature 
roviding that unknown and unclaimed 
bodies shall be delivered to the proper au- 

thorities of the medical colleges. 


—The Boston University has voted to es- 
tablish a school of Medicine, to be under 
the control of the practitioners of the 





homeeopathie school of medicine. 

—A French physician has discovered that 
the death-rate in Paris has increased in pro- 
portion as cravats have decreased in size. 

—The medical class at Bowdoin College 
numbers fifty students. The term has been 
lengthened one month. 
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—Dr. EDWARD M. RIvinvs, a native of 
Germany, but from his youth a resident of 
this city, and formerly in the practice of 
medicine, died at Heyeres, France, Feb. 14, 
whither he had gone for the benefit of his 
health. He resided in Germantown for the 
last four or five years, in retirement. He 
was a gentleman of fine address, the author 
of one or two minor medical works, and of 
a work on the United States, and was ex- 
Sooty agreeable and genial in the social 
circle. 


—The Governor of this State has appointed 
Dr. A. W. Mathews, of Media, to the posi- 
tion of Quarantine Master at this port, in 
place of Dr. John H. Gihon. The salary of 
the office is $2000 per annum, and its duties 
are supposed to require the constant attend- 
ance of the incumbent at the Lazaretto, in 
Delaware county. 


—Prof. Gro. F. BARKER, who has occupied 
the Chair of Physiological Chemistry and 
Toxicology in the Medical Department of 
Yale College, has accepted a call tothe chair 
of Physics, in the University of Rennsylva- 
nia (literary department), and will enter 
upon his duties about the middle of April. 


—Judge Agnew, of the Supreme Court, 
has decided that the Legislature cannot re- 
peal a charter granted prior to the constitu- 
tional amendment of 1857, and as the charter 
of the Eclectic Medical College of Pennsy!]- 
vania was granted in 1850, its repeal by the 
Legislature of 1872 is null and void. 


—According to the report of the Health 
Officer of Philadelphia, there were born in 
this city, during the past year, 26,072, of 
which 10,557 were males and 9521 females; 
among these were 117 pairs of twins and 
three sets of triplets. 


—A Dubuque physician, who borrowed 
$50 thirty-nine years ago, while a student, 
recently sent the amount, with interest, to 
— of his creditor, the latter being 


—Mrs. John Flinn, of Catawissa, Pa., on 
the 6th inst. gave birth to triplets, two girls 
and one boy. The boy weighed eleven 
pounds, and the girls together weighed 
thirteen pounds. 


—The Indiana House of Representatives 
has appropriated $8000 for a sanitarium for 
the cure of inebriates. 


~-<—>s 


OBITUARY. 
Death of Professor Torrey. 

John Morrey, a most eminent botanist, died on 
March 10th, at Columbia College, of which institu- 
tion he had long held the botanical professorship. 
His first contribution to science was a catalogue 
of the plants growing within 30 miles of New York 
city ; this was published in 1817, and was followed 
by the “ Flora of the Northern United States” in 
1824, 

His learning was extensive and varied. In 1824 
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he was Professor of Chemistry at West Point, and 
he afterward held a similar appointment at the 
College of Physicians and Surgeons in this city, 
He was also chief of the Assay Office in the United 
States Sub-Treasury. He was stricken by pneumo- 
nia, at the age of 80 years. Columbia College is 
largely his debtor for his eminent services as a 
teacher, and for his fostering care of her interests, 





William Wilson Rutherford, M. D., 

Diep at his residence in Harrisburg, Pa., on the 
morning of the 13th inst., at seven and a quarter 
o’clock, aged 67. He was born in 1805,in Swatara 
Township, a few miles east of the city. Dr, Ruth- 
erford was the oldest practitioner in the city. More 
than forty years ago, in early manhood, he succeed. 
ed Dr. Alexander Dean, whose student he was, 
and afterwards partner. He took his degree from 
the University of Pennsylvania, He was a man 
who always sustained a high professional charac- 
ter, his personal traits being impressed upon his 
system of practice, by which he acquired an extén- 
sive local reputation. He was surgeon to the Penn- 
sylvania Railroad at this point. He also held posi- 
tions in the various Medical Associations of the 
country. 

At a special meeting of the Dauphin County 
Medical Society, held March 14th, the following 
resolutions were adopted :— 

Resolved, That this society receives with pro- 
found sorrow the announcement of the death of 
Dr. W. W. Rutherford, its oldest member, 

Resolved, That we tender to his bereaved family 
our warmest sympathy. 

Resolved, That this society attend ‘his funeral. 

H. B. Buges_eEr, M, D., Secreiary. 
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MARRIAGES. 








BEAMON—NORFLEET.—In Suffolk, Va., Feb. 26th, 
Dr. John R. Beamon and Miss Alida Norfieet, all 


of Suffolk. 


CuErtsEMAN—HAPPER.—Feb. 19th, by Rev. W. W. 
McKinney, at the residence of the bride’s father, 
Union township, Washington Co., Pa., Dr. George 
Cheeseman, of Library, Allegheny Co., and Miss 
M. Belle Happer, of Washington Co. 


SILLITO—WatTt.—Feb. 24th, 1873, at the residence 
of Dr. George Watt, Xenia, Ohio, by the Rev. W. 
H. McMillan, Mr. Will H. Sillito, of Pittsburg, and 
Miss Minnie H. Watt, of former place. 

Parsons—Griscom.—In New York, March 5th, by 
Rev. Howard Crosby, D. D., Henry Parsons, Esq., 
and Fannie, youngest daughter of Dr. John H. 
Griscom, all of that city. 





DEATHS. 





ALLEN.—In this city, on the 4th inst., Grace Ann, 
wife of G. W. Allen, M. D. 


BLAKEMAN.—In New York, March llth, Elizabeth 
Boyd, elder daughter of Dr. Wm. N. Blakeman. 


Davis.—In Brooklyn, New York, March 9th, after 
a short illness, Isaac F., son of Dr. John Davis, in 
the 34th year of his age. 

Guass.—Dr. Samuel Glass, of Ashland, Ohio, one 
of the old and prominent physicians of Ashland 
county, died March Sth, 

WILLson.—In Brooklyn, March 10th, Dr. A. Dun- 
can Wiilson, in the 37th year of his age. 
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